
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

A DECADE OF DREAMING: REALTIME INTERNATIONAL FILM 

FESTIVAL CLOSES CAPTIVATING 10TH ANNIVERSARY IN 

WORCESTER, LEAVING A GLOWING LEGACY AND AN EYE ON 

BRISTOL. 

WORCESTER, UNITED KINGDOM – October 2025 – The REALTIME 

INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL (RTF), affectionately known worldwide as the Film 

Democracy, successfully concluded its remarkable 10th anniversary celebration in 

Worcester, United Kingdom, running from October 17 to 19, 2025. The three-day event was 

a powerful showcase of global cinema, cultural exchange, and partnership, firmly 

establishing itself as a crucial platform for artistic expression. For those who missed the 

magic, RTF 2025 was an unparalleled demonstration of the power of independent 

storytelling, drawing massive international appeal and promising a dynamic future for the 

Midlands creative economy. 

The festival was a vibrant culmination of three days filled with glittering red-carpet 

ceremonies and immersive film screenings held across iconic venues, including The Hive, 

Swan Theatre, The Guildhall, and Freedom Auditorium. This year’s monumental edition 

elevated Worcester to a world stage, showcasing an astounding 200 independent films from 

creators representing 51 different countries. 

The electric atmosphere was undeniable, evidenced by the high attendance figures. The grand 

opening and elegant black-tie closing ceremonies alone drew over 220 attendees, with the 

majority traveling from outside Worcester, and many guests making the journey from outside 



the UK, Scotland, and Ireland just for the occasion. Overall, RTF celebrated an average 

attendance of 900 people across its various events. 

A Festival of Vision and Community 

The mission defining this year’s festival was profoundly realized: promoting a creative 

economy rooted in principles of fairness, collaboration, and sustainable profitability. As a 

festival created by filmmakers, for filmmakers, RTF prides itself on cultivating a truly 

equalizing environment where creators feel deeply appreciated and attendees can relax and 

connect effortlessly. 

The grand opening on Friday, October 17th, set a spectacular standard. The black-tie, red-

carpet ceremony at The Auditorium of Freedom Church featured captivating performances by 

Questle, Aasritha, Kome, and Osazuwa. The glamour continued to the closing ceremony, 

which saw the Mayor of Worcester, Cllr. Dr. Matt Lamb, present awards to filmmakers 

across 30 unique categories. Dr. Lamb, who also delivered the welcome speech, even 

volunteered as an actor in the highly anticipated collaborative closing film, "AMBIENT 

NEMESIS," centered on a shared global theme. 

The festivities were truly immersive, offering guests a glimpse into Worcester’s rich history 

through cultural tours of the Worcester Museum, The Guildhall, and The History Pod.  

Day 2 featured a family-friendly, fun-packed event at the Guildhall, Worcester, in celebration 

of Black History Month. The event was in conjunction with the Worcester Black Cultural 

Association. The day wrapped up with a high-energy, free-entry Afro-Portuguese-Themed 

After Party at The Origin Restaurant, complete with DJ music, karaoke, food, and drinks, 

hosted by Victoria Adesola Cullen, the restaurant’s proprietress. 

Empowering Independent Voices and Looking Ahead 

The festival’s convener, Stan Ohikhuare, was praised by the Mayor for his visionary efforts 

and for fulfilling the promise to return to Worcester. Mr. Ohikhuare, an experienced Artistic 

Director and an independent, self-funded founder who persists in financing the festival "For 

the love of Independent Cinema!", noted the international pull of the event. 

As a final, endearing gesture of growth and social enterprise, RTF donated reasonable 

proceeds from ticket sales during the event to the Mayor's charity, Acorns. 

The success in Worcester firmly advances RTF’s commitment to enhancing the entertainment 

and tourism industries in the Midlands and fulfilling its vision for the Midlands Indie 

Collective. As this spectacular 2025 edition concludes, RTF’s associate producer, Nnanna 

Adim, triumphantly revealed the next host city: Bristol! Anticipating a significant surge in 

attendance for 2026, the festival has already opened submissions for the next chapter through 

the global submission platform, FilmFreeway. 

 

About the REALTIME INTERNATIONAL FILM FESTIVAL (RTF) 



Celebrating ten years of success, RTF continues to operate independently. It is an 

independent, self-funded film festival that prioritizes young talents and underrepresented 

voices. Known worldwide as the Democracy of Film, the festival travels across the globe 

with a mission to empower independent filmmakers and boost the creative economy of host 

cities by integrating innovative influences from global cinema. RTF is presented by Stanley 

Ohikhuare’s Mighty Jot Ltd, a company registered in the UK. Mr. Ohikhuare is also a 

certified festival producer and manager accredited by the British Council. His next agenda for 

RTF is to establish a distribution platform for independent filmmakers to enable them make 

profit from their films. 

 

Media Contact(s): Stan Ohikhuare / Nnanna Adim / Anehita Aletor / David Ohikhuare 

Email: realtimefestival@gmail.com Phone: 0800 001 6129 For festival assistance, detailed 

scheduling, and other inquiries, please consult the official festival guide at 

www.realtimefilmfestival.com. 

 

 

 

http://www.realtimefilmfestival.com/

